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Challenges of qualitative research as perceived by graduate students at the College of

Education at Qassim University (a qualitative study)

Faris Mohammed Al-Muhawwis Prof. Dr. Ibrahim Hanash Saeed Al-Zahrani
PhD Researcher in Philosophy of Educational Leadership, Prof. of Administration and Plannig- College of Education,
Qassim University- University- KSA Qassim University- KSA
461115150@qu.edu.sa dr.izahrani@gmail.com
Received: 4/9/2025 Accepted: 17/10/2025 Published: 12/1/2026

Abstract: This study aimed to identify the challenges faced by postgraduate students at the College of
Education, Qassim University, when conducting qualitative research. The study was carried out in light of
the growing need to adopt qualitative methodologies in contemporary educational research. A qualitative
approach was employed as the most suitable framework to explore students’ experiences and
perceptions. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews with ten postgraduate students who
had either conducted or shown interest in qualitative research. The interviews were transcribed and
analyzed using MAXQDA software. The findings revealed four main themes: insufficient methodological
preparation in qualitative research, practical and procedural difficulties related to study design and
implementation, institutional and supervisory factors limiting research effectiveness, and field-related
challenges in data collection and participant engagement. The results indicate a clear gap between the
theoretical knowledge provided in coursework and the practical skills required for conducting qualitative
research efficiently. The study emphasizes the need to enhance academic curricula, supervision strategies,
and practical training to strengthen students’ abilities to employ qualitative methodology consciously and

professionally.

Keywords: Qualitative research, research challenges, postgraduate students, Qassim University.
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