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The effectiveness of the word bank method in developing word recognition skills
among third-grade primary school students with learning difficulties
Muneera A. Al Buti Butaiban
Candidate in the Doctor of Philosophy in Learning and Developmental Disabilities (Specializing in Learning Difficulties)
Arabian Gulf University — Kingdom of Bahrain
Email: M_butaiban@hotmail.com

Received: 14/7/2025 Accepted: 27/8/2025 Published: 10/9/2025

Abstract: The study aimed to investigate the effectiveness of the Word Bank method in developing word
recognition skills in a third-grade student with learning disabilities. The study sample consisted of a single 9-year-
old male student, purposefully selected and enrolled in the resource room at Umm Al-Hassam Primary School for
Boys, based on the eligibility criteria established by the Ministry of Education in the Kingdom of Bahrain. The study
used one subject experimental design (A-B design). The study tools included a word recognition test and word
bank cards. The intervention was implemented over 27 sessions during the second semester of the 2024—-2025

academic year. These included one session for orientation and data collection, five baseline sessions to assess the

www.jser-kw.com @
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student’s initial performance in word recognition, and 21 intervention sessions, each session lasted approximately
20 minutes. The results demonstrated the effectiveness of the Word Bank method in enhancing the student’s word
recognition skill. Based on these findings, the study recommends conducting further evidence-based experimental
research to evaluate the effectiveness of various instructional strategies for students with learning disabilities.
Additionally, the study emphasizes the importance of training teachers and researchers in the use of single-subject
designs, given their practical, behavioral, and analytical value in producing measurable and meaningful outcomes.

Keywords: Learning difficulties, reading difficulties, word recognition, primary stage, Kingdom of Bahrain
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