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Moral Thinking and its Relationship to the Attitude Toward Cheating

in University Exams
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Abstract: The study aimed to identify the level of ethical thinking, students' attitudes towards cheating in exams,
and to reveal the relationship between ethical thinking and its relationship to the attitude towards cheating in
university exams among university students. The study sample consisted of (480) male and female students who
were randomly selected in a cluster manner and from different specializations for the undergraduate stage at
Tafila Technical University. To achieve the objectives of the study, two scales were developed for this study: the
ethical thinking scale and the attitude towards cheating scale. Their psychometric properties were verified, and the
descriptive correlational approach was used. The study concluded that the general average of the study sample's
answers to the paragraphs of the ethical thinking scale with its paragraphs combined was high, and that the
general average of the study sample's answers to the paragraphs of the attitude towards cheating scale with its
paragraphs combined was average, and there was a statistically significant inverse relationship between ethical
thinking and the attitude towards cheating, and that the attitude towards cheating can be predicted through
ethical thinking, and there were differences on the scale Moral thinking is attributed to the gender variable, in
favor of females, and there are differences on the moral thinking scale attributed to the college variable, in favor of
scientific colleges, The results also showed that there are no differences on the moral thinking scale attributed to
the interaction between the student’s gender and his college, there are differences on the cheating attitude scale
attributed to the gender variable, in favor of males, and there are differences on the cheating attitude scale
attributed to the college variable, in favor of scientific colleges. The results show differences on the cheating
attitude scale attributed to the interaction between the student’s gender and his college, in favor of males from
humanities colleges. Based on the results of the study, the study recommended holding awareness seminars on

the dangers of cheating to reduce this phenomenon.

Keywords: Moral Thinking, Attitudes Toward Cheating, Exams, University Students.
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